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ST. MARGARET MARY PARISH

20 Idlewood Avenue, Hamilton, Ontario L8T 1V9
7S 905-388-2200 905-388-8416

stmargaretmaryparish.ca @ office@stmargaretmaryparish.ca

Very Rev. Msgr. Cornelius O'Mahony, Pastor
Rev. Mr. Rene Marechal, Deacon

Divine Dimaranan, Administration/Secretary

Office Hours:

Tuesday-Friday: 9:00 am - 12:00 noon, 1:00-5:00 pm.

July & August: 9:00 am - 12:00 noon, 1:00-4:00 pm.

Weekday Mass:
Tuesday: 7:00 pm
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 9:00 am

Sunday Mass:
Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am, 11:00 am

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Available Saturday 4:00-4:30 pm or
by appointment.

Parish Devotions:
Eucharistic Adoration: Mon-Fri: 8:00 am-8:00 pm.
Sat: Benediction 8:45 am.

Baptism: Celebrated by appointment only.

Participation in a Baptismal Preparation Session is
required. Please contact the parish office (905-388-2200)
well in advance.

Marriage: Parishioners who are planning to marry should
contact the parish office at least six months before the
proposed wedding date.

Visits to the Sick: If you or someone you know is in need
of a visit in home or hospital please call the parish office.

New to the Parish: Please register by completing a
registration form (available online and in the Narthex).
We also ask that you notify the office of any change in
address or telephone number.

Schools:
St. Margaret Mary 905-383-8122
St. Kateri Tekakwitha 905-385-8212
St. Anthony Daniel 905-389-5186

St. Thomas More Secondary 905-388-3030
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 14, 2025

REFLECT ON THE GOSPEL
Reflect upon next Sunday’s Gospel throughout the week.
The Fourth Sunday of Advent is:
Matthew 1.18-24

OUR GIFTS TO GOD
December 7t Collection

Regular Sunday Env. $ 6,055.00
Loose Cash $515.00
Building Fund $ 190.00

St.M.M. Parish Outreach $ 1,857.00

We thank you for your continued, dedicated and regular
financial support for St. Margaret Mary Parish.

DIOCESAN PRAYER CALENDAR

Mon., Dec. 15 Rev. Gabriel Morais Catarino
Tues., Dec. 16 Rev. Stanley Nwokeji
Wed., Dec. 17 Voluntas Dei Institute, i.v. Dei.
Thurs., Dec.18 Rev. Zygmunt Baranowski
Fri., Dec. 19 Rev. Donald Sanvido
Sat., Dec. 20 Rev. David Weise
N~ — e
Christmas Mass Times
Christmas Eve i
Wednesday, December 24 No Morning Mass
4:00 pm
9:00 pm
Christmas Day -
Thursday, December 25 9:00 am
11:00 am
New Year's Eve
Wednesday, December 317 No Moming
5:00 pm
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
Thursday; January 1* No 9:00 am Mass
[1:00 am
Advent Conlession Schedule
Thursday, December 18" 11:00am - 12:00 noon
2:00 pm - 3:00 pm
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Saturday, December 20" 11:00am - 12:00 noon
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm
T~ S —— —n

Our new parish Building and Maintenance Committee
have been busy since the first meeting in October. They have
reviewed the quotes for the replacement of the damaged air-
conditioning unit and awarded the contract to Smith and Long
at a cost of $215,152 dollars. A significant portion of this will
come from our insurance. The second project is the
upgrading of our security system which is in two phases: the
alarm system’s work is almost complete and the upgrading
and installation of cameras in the church and narthex is
scheduled to begin in a few weeks.

Mass at 7:00pm on Tuesday
9:00am on Wednesday — Friday

Tues., Dec. 16 TApolonio & Albina Sandoval
7:00 pm. tPasquale Dipersio
TWilliam Genevive, Joseph & Aurora
Menezes
Wed., Dec. 17 TRemo Trifone TAntonio Di Paolo
9:00 am. t1Pietro & Rosaria Memmolo
Thurs.,Dec.18 Intentions of Paul & Marion
9:00 am. tJoseph Spatazzo tArmand Gomes
Fri., Dec. 19 TMichael Martin TJose Toreja
9:00 am tEnio & Clara DiSanza
Sat., Dec. 20 TMario Di Carlo tDonato Tortis
5:00pm tTRita & Filiberto Cassiani
TSabatino Manganiello TAdele Pagliccia
tJames Oren Ridiber
TShlemon Hanna Osi

Sacrament of Reconciliation for Christmas
Msgr. Con is available for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation in preparation for Christmas on:
Thursday, December 18" during the following times:
11.00 am. to 12 Noon., 2.00 pm. to 3.00 pm., and 7.00
pm. to 8.30 pm.

FYI....the installation of the Most Reverend Joseph
Dabrowski C.S.M.A, the tenth bishop of Hamilton, takes
place at the Cathedral of Christ the King, on Monday,
February 2, 2026 at 11.00 am.

2026 DONATIONS ENVELOPES STILL AVAILABLE

Donation envelopes for 2026 are still available for pick-up in
the narthex and are arranged alphabetically for your
convenience. Returning parishioners are asked to please dispose
of all old envelopes and begin using the pink envelope available in
the narthex. Be sure to write your full name and address on the
pink envelope so your donation is properly credited to you. Please
do not continue using old envelopes, as the numbers may have
changed and could now belong to another family. If you need a new
set of envelopes, please contact the Church Office.

ADVENT JOY- REJOICING IN THE

MIDST OF UNCERTAINTY
The Third Sunday of Advent is
traditionally called Gaudete Sunday,
from the Latin word meaning “rejoice.”
The rose-colored candle on the Advent
wreath glows softly amid the deeper purples of waiting and
repentance, reminding us that even in a season of longing,
there is room for joy. But what does joy really mean,
especially in a world often marked by bad news, chaos, and
uncertainty?

Advent joy is not the same as simple happiness. Happiness
depends on circumstance, on things going well, on moments
of comfort or success. Joy, by contrast, springs from a
deeper source. It is rooted not in what is happening around
us, but in Who is with us. True Christian joy is born of the
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presence of Christ, who enters our human experience with
compassion and light.

This is why joy can exist even in sorrow. It is the quiet
assurance that God is near, that His promises endure, and
that His love is stronger than fear or despair. Henri Nouwen
wrote, “Joy does not simply happen to us. We have to
choose joy and keep choosing it every day.” This is the
heart of Advent joy, a deliberate act of faith that God’s
goodness is still unfolding, even when the world feels dark.

In Scripture, joy often appears in unlikely places. Mary sings
her Magnificat not because her life has become easy, but
because she trusts in the faithfulness of God. The shepherds
rejoice not in power or wealth, but because they have seen
the glory of God revealed in a humble child. Joy, in the
Christian sense, grows in the soil of trust, it is the fruit of
knowing that we are held in God’s care, even when the future
is uncertain.

In our own lives, Advent invites us to seek this kind of joy: a
joy that is quieter than excitement, but more enduring; a joy
that coexists with tears and questions but refuses to give way
to despair. To be joyful in the midst of bad news does not

mean ignoring pain or pretending everything is fine. Rather,
it means looking for signs of God’s presence even there, in
the kindness of others, in the courage of those who serve, in
the steady hope that Christ is still coming into our world.

Practically, Advent joy can be nurtured through gratitude and
attention. Each day, we might pause to notice one small sign
of goodness, a word of encouragement, a moment of beauty,
a glimpse of peace, and offer thanks for it. We might also
bring our sorrows honestly before God, trusting that His love
can transform them. Joy grows when we open our hearts to
grace, even in small ways.

Advent’s message of joy is both tender and strong. It does
not deny the world’s brokenness but proclaims that God has
entered it. In the midst of our waiting and uncertainty, we are
not alone. Christ, our Joy, is near. And because He is near,
we can rejoice.

CHRISTMAS TREE OF HOPE
Once again, our parish will be collecting gifts
for the Good Shepherd to distribute to the
less fortunate in our community. This year
they are asking for the following:

1. Unwrapped gift only for ages 0 to 9
Walmart gift cards in a $25 denomination which will
be given to all those 10 and over. (this ensures fair
distribution)

3. New socks and underwear.

We will have the tree in the Narthex until December 21st. All
gifts must be delivered to the Good Shepherd by December
22, Please place unwrapped gifts under the tree. Please
place Gift Cards in an envelope marked “Tree of Hope” into
the collection baskets. Thank you so much for your
generosity.

BAMBINELLI SUNDAY-
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Blessing for Nativity scene figurine of Jesus:
God our Father, you loved us so much you sent us your
only Son, Jesus,
Born of the Virgin Mary,
To save us and lead us back to you.
We pray that, with your blessing,
These images of Jesus might be
A sign of your presence and love in our homes.
Good Father, give your blessing
To all who gather with us this Christmas,
Family and friends.
Open our hearts,
That we might receive Jesus in joy,
Always do what he asks of us,
And see him in those who need our love.

Pope Benedict XVI (2008)

THANK YOU FROM FATHER JUDE

The Haiti Twinning Committee invites you to visit our parish
website to see several heart-warming updates: our letter to
Father Jude sharing the amazing results from you, our most
generous parishioners, to our October appeal, Father Jude’s
letter of reply and a few new photos of the children and youth
whom St. Margaret Mary Parish is educating and feeding.
Please go to our parish website, stmargaretmaryparish.ca,
click the “Haiti” tab and choose “Current Years” to view these
documents. We thank you sincerely for your ongoing most
generous support of this Mission of Hope and Love. May
God bless you and your families at this Holy Season of
Christmas and may the New Year continue to bring God’s
countless blessings to you all.

BIG THANKS FROM THE BAZAAR COMMITTEE
Thank you to each of you for your generosity in supporting
our annual Christmas Parish Bazaar which had a profit of
$18,057.51. This money has been delegated to updating the
security system at the church and is currently in
progress! We extend to each of you our very best wishes for
a Blessed Christmas Season! May God continue to bless us
all abundantly!

St. Margaret Mary, Bazaar Committee

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT-
DECEMBER 14™, 2025

“See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will
prepare your way before you.” Are you one to be sent? If
God is calling you to be a priest, deacon, brother or sister,
contact Fr. Mark Morley, Director of Vocations, Diocese of
Hamilton at 905-528-7988.
Email: vocations@hamiltondiocese.com

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

Parishioners may make a donation for the

sanctuary Christmas flowers in memory of

deceased loved ones. A Mass for them will be
celebrated on The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, Sunday,
January 11t 2026 at 11:00 a.m., and their names will be
included in the bulletin. Please clearly print the name of the
person to be memorialized on the back of the donation
envelope. The deadline for donations is on Christmas,
December 25" | 2025.
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3171 LENWORTH DR. #4 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637

Liturgical Publications
CENTRAL & ‘r0.”

Plumbing & Heating
Sewer Cleaning « Water Heaters
Boilers « Air Conditioning * Plumbing
601 Green Mountain Rd E 905-527-2406
www.centralpandh.ca

reslaurant
authentic homemade
italian cuisine since 1978

824 King St. W. 835 Paramount Dr.
905-523-4240 905-385-3284

PAUL LEWIS SETTIMI B.A.LLB.
Barrister And Solicitor
280 Barton St, Stoney Creek
Tel 905.527.0808
Fax 905.527.0774
41 Main St W, Grimsby
905.527.0808

industria

pizzeria + bar

Your Favourite Full Service

+Catering ltalian Dining at its Best!
* Deli Book Your Baptisms,
« Bakery .
Prepared Foods C_Omm_umons_ *
Confirmations with Us
Today.
.t Amazine Prices 365-601-3757
f} g ? 1791 Stone Church Road E

www.zarkys.com scevents@industriapizzeria.com

20 Hempstead Dr. 905-574-1500

L] L] "
Dignity
E I/e/b?r DM EMM"
Cresmount Funeral Homes
“Fennell Chapel”
322 Fennell Ave. E.
905-387-2111
Phil Seagrove, Manager

cresmountfennellchapel.com

TOTAL TREE CARE INC.

Eugene Stevens - Parishioner
Arborist/Forest Technician

trimming * pruning « removal
cabling « surgery « consultation
34 Viewpoint Ave.
Bus 905 574-4532 Cel 905 570-5443

EXCEPTIONAL
INTERIORS & CARPENTRY

Renovations — Bathrooms
Built Ins — Cabinetry

Stone/Tile/Wood Feature Walls
Mantels - Floating Shelves
Beams & Columns
Storage Solutions
Painting — Custom Carpentry

Fascination
Flowers

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
1104 Fennell Ave. E.

905-527-2881

796 Upper Gage Ave
1919 King St East
7 East Ave South

905-388-4141

P.X. DERMODY FUNERAL HOMES
Family Owned and Operated for over 100 Years!

Gia Walton

Sales Representative

dermodys.com
905-719-0599

*
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RE/MAX
RE/MAXESAREIENT HAL o Fame

Craftsmanship — Integrity
Customer Service

DR. JERRY

DeSTEPHANIS
FAMILY DENTISTRY

New Patients
Welcome

1104 Fennell Ave. E.
Suite 204

905-383-8338

SUPERMIKE
HANDYMAN SERVICES

Drywall & Plaster Repairs
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fence & Deck Repairs
Small Jobs - Big Jobs

Hang, Repair, Replace,
Assemble, Remove,

Install Anything!

Your To-Do List done.

www.exceptional-interiors.ca

MIKE TAPUSKA 905-516-2150

e

e Yy Eastmount Family Dentistry
Dr. Julius Losonci D.D.S.
+ General Family Dentistry « Crowns/Bridges
. » Wisdom Teeth « Dentures « Implants
‘ﬁ/ + Ortho - Cosmetic Dentistry « Extractions
% Canadian Dental Care Plan participantsx
Accepting and providing care to approved CDCP clients
Proudly practicing in Canada for over 25 years!
10-788 Upper Ottawa St.
Tel: 905-383-5664 Emerg: 905-537-2162

THE PERFECT SPOT

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
1-800-268-2637

CHARLES
. MACALUSO
&_% B.Sc., LLB.
Barrister & Solicitor
Shopping INGRASSIA MACALUSO
Locally ASSOCIATES
69 John St. South
Saves Gas ghn St 5
905-522-7442

Funeral Chapel
Owned and Operated by the
D'Alessandro &

Friscolanti-Cameron
families since 1960
www.friscolanti.com
43 Barton St. E.
905-522-0912

1010 Botanical Drive
Burlington, Ontario

905-527-0405

Edward Jones
Michael O'Brien, DFSA, RRC, MBA

Financial Advisor

15 Lockport Way, Stoney Creek 905-570-0452
michael,j.o'brien@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.ca/michael,j.o'brien

Bay Gardens

Funeral Home
by Arbor Memorial

www.baygardens.ca

947 Rymal Road East
Hamilton, Ontario

905-574-0405
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